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I am pleased to hear that you ara re-examining you!trandards for
children's television programs. (MM Docket I 93-48) ,

As an educator, I am aware of the neg8tiveimpact at many of' the
current programs have on the social development of young children.

I feel that shows depicting violence as a way to handle social
conflicts to be inappropriate for children. These types of shows
de-sensitize children to the real horrors of violence, and they re­
inforce anti-social behavior.

I feel that appropriate programs for children should involve one
(or alll) of the following elements: '

1. wholesome entertainment (sing alongs, puppets,
magic shows, etc.)

2. story plots involving characters who solve
conflicts peacefully

3. educate and inform (about nature, other
cultures, etc.)

I consider the following programs to be examples of excellent
programs for children:

Reading Rainbow (PBS)
Shining Time Station (PBS)
Lambchop Play - Along (PBS)

Thank you for your efforts to improve the quality of children's
television.
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May 12, 1993

Office of the Secretary
Federal Communictions Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Deal' Sirs:

I am a member of the South Florida Preschool PTA and during
January and February, 1993 our group, with the support of
the Dade County Council PTA/PTSA, monitored the amount and
qual i ty of chi ldren' s television aired on commercial (as
opposed to cable) stations in Miami in connection with the
Children's Television Monitoring Act of 1990.

We have been appalled by our discovery that only 2 to 6
hours per week of each of the four (4) station's total 168
hours of broadcast time is devoted to children's
broadcasting and even more greatly distressed by the fact
that less than 25% Qf that. Qr less than 1% of their total
air t1me. is educatiQnal Qr 1nfQrmational ch1ldren's
prQgramm1ng. (NQte, the PBS statiQn was nQt monitored as we
felt the qua1ity and quantity of educational children's
television exists there without question.)

According to recent articles in The Miami Herald, you have
recently withheld station license renewals for lack of
educational children's programming and you have issued a
Noice of Inquiry for public comment regarding the law; which
is the reason for my letter. Our group commends these
actions and sincerely urges that the 1990 law continue to be
reviewed and at the earliest possible date be JQlJde 1IlOre
stringent and specific .as to the amounts of
educational/informational children's television prograJl1lDing
stations are required to air. The law, as it presently
stands, is too vague as to its addressing of this issue.

Further, we suggest that guidelines as to what constitutes
educational/informational children's television programming
be established in Qrder that shows like "Leave It to Beaver"
cannot be construed by stations as being educational
television simply because they include a "pro-social" theme.

Please make note of my feelings during review, and as soon
as possible, I, the South Florida Preschool PTA and parents
natiQnwide urge you to take actions that result in more
educational/informational children's programming.

~e~ truly yours,

d-~


